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Two questions  

“The right to dream should be the first fundamental right” declared Mahasweta Devi, one of 

India’s most celebrated writers. in her Inaugural Address to the Frankfurt Book Fair, 2006. 

My question for our panel is: How is the ‘fundamental right to dream the other’ interpreted 

across cultures? 

Are the limits of language the limits of our dreams, or vice versa?   
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The year 2000 saw Nair selected as a 'Face of the Millennium' in a national survey of writers 

by India Today. From the time she won, as a student, an Essay Prize in a competition 
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Nair, who has been called 'the first significant post-modern poet in Indian English' has 

published three books of poetry: The Hyoid Bone and The Ayodhya Cantos and Yellow 

Hibiscus (Penguin, 1992, 1999, 2004). In 1990,  she received the first prize in the All India 

Poetry Society/ British Council competition and her poems have since appeared in many 

anthologies and been translated into languages ranging from German to Macedonian. Her 

contention is that she writes poetry for the same reason that she does research in cognitive 

linguistics - to discover the limits of language. Her great ambition is simply to continue to 

write, whatever the genre and whatever the odds. Married with two children, she lives in 

Delhi. 
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